




Scripture Reflection   
“Do you understand  

all these things?” 
Lectio Divina  

St. Paul’s words in Romans 
8:28-30 are best under-
stood when read within the 
context of the verses before 
and after them. The sur-
rounding verses lead us to 

understand God’s goodness and generosity. +  After the 
gift of kingship, God further offers Solomon the freedom 
to ask for any gift he desires. The contrast that the text 
highlights in terms of what Solomon did not request 
(namely, longevity, wealth, or his enemies’ demise) sug-
gests that his choice of gift is impressive because of both 
its content and its objective. He wants a wise, discerning 
and understanding mind to govern the people. He wants 
something for the public good and not something solely 
for himself. Because of Solomon’s good choice, God ends 
up giving to him even other gifts that Solomon did not 
name. +  Psalm 119, in a sense, affirms Solomon’s choice 
by presenting God and God’s teaching, not wealth, as the 
psalmist’s choice. The psalmist further explains that 
God’s Word is what gives understanding. + The parables 
in today's Gospel from Matthew are also about choices 
and whether we have the discernment to choose wisely. 
Such choices, according to these parables, may involve 
the giving up of other valuables and often incur sobering 
consequences.   

+ 
QUESTIONS AND MEDITATIONS  

What examples would you give to illustrate God’s good-
ness and generosity? + What single gift would you re-
quest of God to bring about the greatest public good? + 
Psalm 119:130 presents God’s Word as giving under-
standing, but God’s Word (for example, parables) are 
often difficult to understand. What do people need to do 
to better interpret, discern,  and understand what they 
find in the Bible?  

+ 
SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION  

Notice how often you seek counsel or give advice to oth-
ers. Take extra care that your advice comes from an un-
derstanding heart, one that points to the treasure that is 
the kingdom of heaven. +  Reflect on Pope Francis’ 
homily on this Gospel: “God lets himself be found, be-
cause it is he who first wants to meet us, and first tries 
to meet us. He came to be ‘God with us.’” +  Pray a daily 
examen, considering questions such as these: What is it 
that you treasure most? What efforts or price have you 
paid to obtain this treasure? Use a guide for prayer.
[www.godinallthings.com/p rayer/evening-examen/.] + 
Sort through your possessions and select things you 
don’t use to sell or give away. If you sell the items, do-
nate the money to a worthy cause. +  Bibles for the 
World provides Bibles to millions of literate people who 
have never heard of Jesus across the world. Help share 
the word of Jesus Christ. [www.biblesfortheworld.org].  

MONTHLY SUMMARY OF OUR PARISH BILLS  
Week 1 -Payroll, ACS Technologies, Verizon Wireless,    
  Church Envelopes and UGI Utilities. 
Week-2 -PPL Electric Utilities, Comcast Phone and TV,  
   PA American Water, Frontier, Copier Lease  
   and Glen Summit Water. 
Week-3 -Verizon, Vector Security,  
    Diocese of Scranton School System 
Week-4 -Diocese of Scranton Assessments  
    (employee’s insurance, priest’s retirement,  
      building insurances, priest insurance,  
      employee retirement and payroll charge ).  
There are some seasonal or occasional bills that we have 
like food expense, church supplies (hosts and wine), mis-
salettes, purchases of paper and office supplies, musicians 
and priest substitutes. We are trying to cut back on all of 
these at this time. Week 4  is by far the largest amount that 
the parish needs to pay. Your continued help and support 
during these lean days is so appreciated. Thank you for 
your sacrifices and generosity.  

+ 
MONTH OF JULY ENVELOPES  

You will notice our annual “ Picnic Collection ” envelope 
in your packet this month. Many have been using this en-
velope every year and helping with parish finances even 
though we do not host an annual Parish Picnic. This offer-
ing is needed ever so much this year as our collections 
have been much lower than last year due to the COVID-19 
Virus restrictions. Figure out what you would have spent 
at a picnic with food, games, raffles, etc., then make that 
donation this year by using the “Picnic Collection ” en-
velope. Please do what you can this year. Thank you! 

+ 
ANNUAL INSURANCE BILLING  

Our Annual Insurance bill arri ved the other day. It covers 
all of our buildings in the parish. It is well over $24,000. 
Please be generous with this offering as it is quite an ex-
pense for the parish. Thank you.  

+ 
CONGRATULATIONS  

2020 CONFIRMATION CLASS!  
Saturday, July 11th -Evan Babarsky, Aubrey Buttner, J.T. 
Homentosky, Robert Sebastianelli, Connor Sewack and 
Max Shnipes. 
Saturday, July 18th -Edward Bednarz, IV, Connor Peters, 
Mason Peters, Avianna Santarelli and Rylie Van Wert.  
Thanks to all of our Parents, Sponsors, our Catechists-Mrs. 
Lynn Mitchell and Mr. Michael Rescigno and our Confir-
mation Coordinator-Mrs. Shari Menichello.  

+  
“Be kind and merciful. Let no one ever come to you without coming away 

better and happier. Be a living expression of God’s kindness.”    
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta  

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS  
July 19, 2020-$2,259.00 

Online giving this week-$125.00 
(6 Families used online giving in June ) 

Please remember to mail your donations in weekly. 
Online Giving is now up and running at... 

queenofangelsjessup.org. 
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